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T Editor's Note- ~ This- story is based on an|
rexclnsive three-honr interview given The
Bulletin by the highest-ranking Sovret drp-
lomat ever to defect to the U.S. - ;

By WILLIAM F. PARHAM :
s+ v-Bulletin Staff Writer -« .
GLEN COVE LONG ISLAND — In the
late 1950s nobody in this sleepy little town
had any idea there was an ing- unusual
going on in the attic of the Soviet U.N.
delegation’s big mansion tucked away on a
hilltop off quiet, tree-lined Dosoris Lane.

At that time, Soviet mterceptxon of U.S.
East Coast phone calls from the attic was
just a shoestring operation. -+ .. -

- In 1958, 28-year-old Soviet diplomat Ar—
kady kaolayevrch Shevchenko happened
to spend three months living at_the man-

-sion’in connection with his partrcxpahon in
: disarmament negotiations at the U.N.

« He and others associated with the Soviet
. Mission to the U.N. shared the sprawling
*three-story mansion and spacious grounds.

:and gardens. with a couple of technicians
*who never said anytlung abOut what they

Upstairs to nowhere
;. Shevchenko was curious about why the
technicians were so taciturn, and why
‘every day they would dzsappear up the
“stairs into- the offhmxts part oE the attrc
‘penthouse. .: .2

-“Already at that txme there were a few
‘people whom we rmmedlately spotted all
of us,’” Shevchenko says. .
*. “They didn’t belong actually exther to
the mission or to the secunty ofﬁcers who _

follow you or guard the mission or to any
kind of management concerning the build-
mgoranythm like that,” he said. . . ..~

‘We ‘even the same big kltchens
‘when we cooked in there, and theee people,
they wouldn't talk. -

“There were at that trme two ar three,
‘and they were just techmclans, radro
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.- Politburo and KGB officials confirmed

.. F{ofessmnals of the department of the

techmcrans, electromm.” e 1
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“mansion, this time as Under Secretary
_General of the U.N.

‘He could see — and his contact w1th hxvhf‘

what he saw —— that by 1978, the KGB's
»mini-eavesdropping station had grown to
_massive proportions.. j.i_i.._ =2 }

: Didn’t live in a vacoom - ¥ 75
- ~“By that time I had a lot of mformatron
; about the KGB activities. I never had been
. KGB, but we dxd not hve and work m a
vacuum. - - T
:. “They d:scussed with me a number of
thr]ngs I was aware, I knew therr person-
ne - 24
“There were more than a dozen people

GB that is in charge of techmcal

-SpYN,

- In Apnl 1973 Shevchenko leit Ius quart’

ers here, broke . with the Soviet govern-

ment, \?mt as Under Secretary General of

the U.N., and defected to the U.S. . '
By the time he left, the off-limits area in
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the mansion had been expanded to the
ntire attic, and outsrde to a huae locked
'greenhouse CoT S
{0 years of progress .t
= Between 1958 and 1978, tons of electromc '
quipment had been flown to New - York
frorn Moscow and then trucked to Glen
Cove,-and the radio/electronic technician
?force that regularly disappeared up the;
attic stairs had added another dozen peo-
Ple to cope with the increased activity. -

In the intervening 20 vears, U.S. phone
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